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Telephone conference meeting:  Tuesday 3rd October 2017, 15.30 – 16.50, 

Present: Graeme Murray, Ali Winstanley, Rachel Brown, Judy Wyatt, Stefan Hubscher.
Trainee members: Alyn German, Ben Challoner.

Apologies: Simon Rushbrook, Dina Tiniakos, Rob Goldin.

Agenda:
1. Minutes of previous meeting held on Tuesday 27th June 2017  - confirmed.
– all matters arising are covered elsewhere

Subcommittees:
2. Education and training – 

a. Programme of CPD - http://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/eqa/specialist/liver/liver_cpd_activities.php 

Liver biopsy in the assessment of medical liver disease – 23rd Feb 2018, Royal College of Psychiatrists, London.  This is also being advertised through BASL News and events update – JW suggested adding more detail to the BASL information in line with other advertised courses.  SH reported that this is also being advertised to hepatology trainees through the BASL trainee representative Abhishek Chauhan.

Histopathology workshop on liver pathology – The aim is to repeat this workshop on a date 4-6 weeks after the liver course on 23rd Feb 2018.  To explore venues, BC suggested St Thomas’s. AW will enquire.    Action: AW contact Ash Chandra, then SH, JW, AW discuss venue and fix date  now arranged for 13th April 2018 .

Annual liver pathology update meeting - 30th November 2017 – 18 registered so far, this was promoted during the Gloucester GI course.  JW will email EQA members with reminder to register.  Formatting of programme improved.   Further information from Lai Mun Wang - Thursday evening dinner arranged at the Cherwell Boathouse; registrants at the meeting are being invited to attend, individuals settle the bill, the venue is flexible about numbers. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The venue for 2018 meeting is now arranged - this will be Cambridge, local organisers Sue Davies (Liver day) and Maria O’Donovan (GI day). 

b. other education/training material/activities – e.g. trainees, undergraduate, ideas for future, 
· Powerpoints from the three Belfast Pathology liver lectures are on line (updates on fatty liver disease, autoimmune biliary disease and cholangiocarcinoma).   
· AW planning to send slides of good examples of common conditions for scanning – Action AW.  
· During the previous meeting SR had suggested providing pathology questions for the trainee gastroenterologists’ exit exam – SH has not heard any more about this. 

3. Quality Assurance –   

a. Liver EQA scheme  - circulation LP April 14 to July 7th – 89 responses
   circulation LQ  4th August to 3rd November – 19 responses so far. 
RB reported that the quality subcommittee had met on 12th Sept. (minutes circulated) and are working on a validation exercise where several observers collate the responses from selected cases of the LP circulation.   The aim is to spread experience in the collation across the members of the subcommittee so that this task can be shared in future – aiming for the LQ circulation.  

The committee agreed that others could be added to the panel collating responses as and when they’d completed the validation exercise.   It was recognised that there wouldn’t be 100% concordance, the aim is to derive the themes of the responses with the opportunity for these to be considered by the whole EQA membership in determining how cases should be marked. 
Post meeting comment: RB, JW Rosa Miquel and Adrian Bateman's evaluations  collected by JW and forwarded to RB. Paul Kelly on leave, has requested more time.  The plan is for four subcommittee members to collate 3 cases each for circulation LQ.

The responses also form the basis for a MCQ version of the EQA circulation, which was offered to non-EQA members attending the meeting last year. This had worked well and we aim to repeat it this year.  The MCQs can then remain on the website as self-test CPD.  Action – JW to investigate IT platforms to enable use of self test CPD based on previous EQA circulations.  

b. RCPath documents – 
i. Liver Dataset 2nd edition June 2012. Co-authors will be JW, SH, RG, DT.
 The RCPath are adding appendices with UICC TNM8 staging criteria to all datasets, ready for adoption in January 2018, and in advance of any more detailed dataset revision.  SH and JW have responded to Kate Stewart at the RCPath about this.  JW emailed the draft for the version 3 revisions to co-authors on August 30th pending replies. This is unlikely to be completed in time for January 2018, given the time needed for the consultation period.  

ii. Tissue Pathways for medical liver biopsies – version 2 January 2014.  Current  co-authors JW, SH, Chris Bellamy
This needs little revision, but should include clearer guidance on adequate biopsy size.  JW met with SR on 21.09.17. They drafted a scoping document providing joint guidelines for medical liver biopsies. The scoping document included the following statement:  "Tissue Pathways for Medical Liver Biopsies covers the specimen quality, laboratory handling and content of liver biopsy reports.  However pathology does not exist in isolation, but is embedded within the clinical process that includes patient, hepatologist and radiologist."  This draft will be sent to radiologists nominated by RCR and BSGAR and clinicians via SR for comment. 

Action: SR, JW – circulate draft document to the wider group.

4. Research  
DT was not present, due to the notice of the meeting being sent to an out of date email address.  She has sent the following information for the minutes:

The Research Subcommittee has started working towards the goal of providing guidelines for assessing histological findings in animal models of liver disease and homogenising histological scoring for the most common experimental models of liver injury (CCL4, DEN, dietary models of fatty liver disease etc). A shared Dropbox folder has been created and is now enriched with existing histological scores for each model devised by the RS members and relevant published papers. 

The online document including national/international with UK participation multicentre clinical trials with pathology input is currently being updated and will soon be available online.

Dr Ben Challoner, one of the two trainee committee members, will be joining the Research sub-committee and will be involved in its action themes as set out on the 1st TC meeting (26-6-2017).

Dina Tiniakos is a provisional committee member of HCC-UK, a multidisciplinary special interest group engaged in HCC research and affiliated to BASL. Interested UK-LPG members are invited to join the activities of HCC-UK and become members. The membership to HCC-UK is free to members of BASL. The next meeting of HCC-UK will take place on 22/03/2018- 23/03/2018 at the King's Fund in central London (https://www.basl.org.uk/index.cfm/events/list/cid/16/eid/999). The International Liver Cancer Association (ILCA) 12th Annual Conference (http://ilca2018.org/) will also be organized by ILCA 14/09/2018-16/09/2018 in London.

The Research Subcommittee will meet by TC within October 2017 to discuss progress in its action themes.

5. Transplant

a. British Liver Transplant Group
i. Feedback from BLTG Pathology meeting – Warwick, 19th September 2017, 
SH reported that the pathology component of this meeting (formerly the UK and Ireland Liver Transplant Meeting) had been re-established after a break of 3 years.  This had been embedded within the BLTG programme, resulting in clinicians attending the pathology session contributing to useful wider discussions.  SH gave a presentation on chronic antibody mediated rejection, from the 2017 Banff meeting.  There were case presentations from six of the eight transplant centres.  JW will put these on the UKLPG website.  Action JW - completed.

ii. Pathology representative on BLTG committee
SH is currently the pathology representative on the BLTG committee, and completes his term of office in 2018. The committee discussed arrangements for succession and agreed that expressions of interest should be invited from the UKLPG members working in transplant centres.  If there is more than one person expressing an interest, a decision would be made by committee members based on candidate statements.  Action - JW to invite expressions of interest in being the BLTG pathology representative. 

b. National Digital pathology on call service – JW reported information received from Desley Neil – a working group is developing to get a safer, more robust and sustainable service, and this includes BMS representations. 

6.  Paediatric - 
The programme for the 30th November meeting includes a presentation by RB: ‘Liver disease affecting children and teenagers with transition into adult care’.  RB said she will also be writing information for the paediatric section of the UKLPG website.  JW suggested she forward this directly to Martin Waterhouse M.C.Waterhouse@leeds.ac.uk 

7,  Treasurer  -  
GM reported that there is now £1585 in the UKLPG account, including subscriptions from 5 members.  JW will re-send in a separate email information about setting up annual standing orders, and will also remind members during the annual meeting on 30th November.   Action JW  

8  Business/membership/constitution 
Trainee members – SH had welcomed the trainee members, AG and BC to their first meeting.  The constitution allowed for a trainee member to be assigned to each of the subcommittees.  AG and BC had agreed that BC would join the research subcommittee, AG the quality subcommittee, and both would be part of the education and training subcommittee, enabling north and south representation to promote UKLPG educational activities among trainees. 

9.  Links with other organisations
a. Arrangements for honorary membership of BASL/BLTG 
SH reported that the BLTG has 345 members – of whom 41 are members of the UKLPG taking the offer of honorary membership of BASL and BLTG. Information from Judy Hawksworth BASL secretariat - 12 have so far returned their application forms to the BASL secretariat, required for registration, she will be sending reminders to the rest.  

b. Volunteer to be the next BASL pathology representative (not discussed)
During the previous meeting RG said that he had been the pathologist representative on BASL for some time and is ready to stand down.  There was a discussion of how to nominate his replacement, mindful that this could be the precedent for similar future succession arrangements. It was agreed that the BASL representative should be a UKLPG committee member, and expression of interest was invited to the Chair or current representative (SH or RG).   
Discussed by JW & SH post-meeting. Invite expressions of interest from subcommittee members first. If none are forthcoming extend invitation to wider UKLPG membership.  Could be done at the same time as appointing the next BLTG pathology representative.

10.  AOB – succession planning – transition to a new chair/secretary.
SH reminded committee members that part of the purpose of developing the broader committee structure of the UKLPG was with a view to future arrangements, including replacement of SH and JW as chair and secretary once the committee was established.  A year ago, this was anticipated to be in a year’s time, and he invited comments on the best way forward.   

AW, RB and GM were all of the view that the current roles should continue for another year, to allow the structure of the group to become better established and GM commented that the chair and secretary should perhaps be replaced at different times. SH pointed out that both he (as RCPath subspecialty representative for liver pathology) and JW (as EQA organiser) have roles that meant they would remain on the UKLPG committee.   After discussion – it was unanimously agreed that SH and JW would remain as chair/secretary for another 12 months, during which the UKLPG’s arrangements for succession would be determined. 

11.	Future meeting dates -
During the annual meeting Thursday November 30th.  Most of the committee can attend a meeting at 8am on Thursday, before the annual update meeting.  Action: JW to liaise with Lai Mun Wang to arrange a room with conference call facilities and breakfast.  We anticipate this will be a short meeting, lasting 1 hour.  The main meeting commences at 9.50.

At that meeting we should set dates for 2018 - as before, quarterly meetings on Tuesdays at 3.30pm by telephone conference.

JW & SH   18.10.17
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